
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 1 3- 1 450 

www.uspto.gov ' J 



| APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. | 


10/067,667 


02/04/2002 


Thomas H. Taylor 


14531.140 


7106 



7590 08/03/2004 

RICKD. NYDEGGER 
WORKMAN, NYDEGGER & SEELEY 
1000 Eagle Gate Tower 
60 East South Temple 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111 



EXAMINER 



ANYASO, UCHENDU O 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2675 

DATE MAILED: 08/03/2004 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 10/03) 



w 


Application No. S 

10/067,667 


Applicant(s) 

TAYLOR, THOMAS H. 


Examiner 

Uchendu 0 Anyaso 


Art Unit 

2675 




- 77ie MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence ac 


idress - 



Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 04 February 2002 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) Kl Claim(s) 1-39 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

60 Claim(s) 1-39 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)Q None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) O Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) D Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 2 





Application/Control Number: 10/067,667 
Art Unit: 2675 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



Claims 1-39 are pending in this action. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC ' 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1-7, 10-29 and 32-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Frank et al (U.S. Patent 5,651,107). 

Regarding independent claims 1, 12 and 17, and for claims 21 and 22, Frank teaches a 
system that is capable of displaying a video stream that is received from a video source, and 
simultaneously displaying a user interface with a video stream in a single display window by 
teaching how to simultaneously display overlapping display objects on the display, each of the 
display objects having a degree of transparency determined by the transparency values 
associated with each of the display objects, such that the overlapping display objects are 
simultaneously visible on the display, and such that at least one of the display objects has two or 
more degrees of transparency (column 10, lines 55-62). 

Furthermore, Frank teaches how to generate screen data by mixing a user interface and a 
video stream by utilizing a blending means (column 2, lines 38-55) wherein the user interfaces 
are represented by the multiple windows and the video stream are represented by the multiple 
images that are blended together (column 2, lines 38-55). 
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Furthermore, Frank teaches how to display screen data in the display window wherein a 
view of the video in the display window is dependent on a level of transparency of the menu bar 
30 free figure 8,10). 

Also, Frank teaches a means of receiving an input from a user via a cursor control device 
28 (see column 4, lines 57-67). 

Furthermore, Frank teaches a technique for defining a transparency property indicating 
the degree of transparency of an image in a particular layer and a method of adjusting the level of 
transparency of a display device according to the input received from the user by teaching a 
method of selectively adjusting the one or more transparency values further includes displaying 
an image of a slider, said slider being adjustable by the user through the use of the cursor control 
device to selectively adjust said one or more transparency values {see column 11, lines 8-13). 

Regarding independent claims 23 and 34, and for claim 35, Frank teaches a system that 
is capable of displaying a video stream that is received from a video source, and a computer 
program (figure 2 at 50, 54, 56) that implements simultaneously displaying a user interface with 
a video stream in a single display window by teaching how to simultaneously display 
overlapping display objects on the display, each of the display objects having a degree of 
transparency determined by the transparency values associated with each of the display objects, 
such that the overlapping display objects are simultaneously visible on the display, and such 
that at least one of the display objects has two or more degrees of transparency (column 10, 
lines 55-62). 
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Furthermore, Frank teaches a computer readable medium having executable instructions 
for the above method (see figures 1, 2 at 10, 14, 16, 50, 56). 

Furthermore, Frank teaches how to generate screen data by mixing a user interface and a 
video stream by utilizing a blending means (column 2, lines 38-55) wherein the user interfaces 
are represented by the multiple windows and the video stream are represented by the multiple 
images that are blended together (column 2, lines 38-55). 

Furthermore, Frank teaches how to display screen data in the display window wherein a 
view of the video in the display window is dependent on a level of transparency of the menu bar 
30 (see figure 8,10). 

Also, Frank teaches a means of receiving an input from a user via a cursor control device 
28 (see column 4, lines 57-67). 

Furthermore, Frank teaches a technique for defining a transparency property indicating 
the degree of transparency of an image in a particular layer and a method of adjusting the level of 
transparency of a display device according to the input received from the user by teaching a 
method of selectively adjusting the one or more transparency values further includes displaying 
an image of a slider, said slider being adjustable by the user through the use of the cursor control 
device to selectively adjust said one or more transparency values (see column 1 1, lines 8-13). 

Regarding independent claim 39, Frank teaches a system that is capable of 
simultaneously displaying a first application 255 and a second application 260 in a single 
display window (figure 10 at 255, 260) user interface with a video stream in a single display 
window by teaching how to simultaneously display overlapping display objects on the display, 
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each of the display objects having a degree of transparency determined by the transparency 
values associated with each of the display objects, such that the overlapping display objects are 
simultaneously visible on the display, and such that at least one of the display objects has two or 
more degrees of transparency (column 10, lines 55-62). 

Furthermore, Frank teaches how to generate screen data by mixing a user interface and a 

video stream by utilizing a blending means (column 2, lines 38-55) wherein the user interfaces 

are represented by the multiple windows and the video stream are represented by the multiple 

images that are blended together (column 2, lines 38-55). 

Furthermore, Frank teaches how to display screen data in the display window wherein a 

view of the video in the display window is dependent on a level of transparency of the menu bar 

30 (see figure 8,10). 

Also, Frank teaches a means of receiving an input from a user via a cursor control device 
28 (see column 4, lines 57-67). 

Furthermore, Frank teaches a technique for defining a transparency property indicating 
the degree of transparency of an image in a particular layer and a method of adjusting the level of 
transparency of a display device according to the input received from the user by teaching a 
method of selectively adjusting the one or more transparency values further includes displaying 
an image of a slider, said slider being adjustable by the user through the use of the cursor control 
device to selectively adjust said one or more transparency values (see column 11, lines 8-13). 
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Regarding claims 2, 20 and 24, in further discussion of claims 1, 19 and 23, Frank 
teaches how to generate screen data by mixing a user interface and a video stream by utilizing a 
blending means (column 2, lines 38-55). 

Regarding claims 3 and 25, in further discussion of claims 1 and 23, Frank teaches a 
means of receiving an input from a user via a cursor control device 28 (see column 4, lines 57- 
67). 

Regarding claims 4, 5, 14, 16, 26, 27, 36 and 38, in further discussion of claims 3, 12, 13, 
25, 34 and 35, Frank teaches selectively adjusting, by user interface means , the one or more 
transparency values associated with at least one of the overlapping display objects, such that the 
transparency of the at least one display object is continuously variable from fully opaque to 
fully transparent (column 10, lines 63-67). 

Regarding claims 6, 13 and 28, in further discussion of claims 1, 12 and 23, Frank 
teaches how the user interface windows 255, 260 comprise one or more items that each have a 
level of transparency wherein a user would adjust a level of transparency for a selected item 
without adjusting levels of transparency for non-selected items (see column 9, lines 25-58, 
figure 8 at 255, 260). 

Regarding claims 7, 19 and 29, in further discussion of claims 1, 17, 23, Frank teaches 
how to adjust the level of transparency that comprises displaying a transparency control i.e. 
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slide bar 264, on the display device wherein the slide bar 264 is used to select a level of 
transparency that applied to the user interface 260 (see column 9, lines 25-41). 

Regarding claims 10, 11, 15, 32, 33 and 37, in further discussion of claim 1, 13, 23, 35, 
Frank teaches how to generate screen data by mixing a user interface and a video stream by 
utilizing a blending means (column 2, lines 38-55) wherein the user interfaces are represented 
by the multiple windows and the video stream are represented by the multiple images that are 
blended together (column 2, lines 38-55). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC ' 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 8, 9, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Frank et al (U.S. Patent 5,651,107) in view of Yoneda (U.S. 6,587,1 18). 

Regarding claim 8, 9, 30 and 31, in further discussion of claim 1 and 23, Frank does not 
teach how the screen data comprises retrieving content from a network wherein the content is 
included in the user interface. On the other hand, Yoneda teaches this concept by teaching an 
image displaying processing method, a medium including an image displaying processing 
program stored thereon, and an image displaying processing apparatus are disclosed which 
allow a menu bar or the like to be displayed in a semi-transparent fashion such that an image 
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and/or a character in an underlying layer can be seen through the menu wherein an HTML file 
acquired from the WWW server 1 is displayed on the display screen 29 such that a text 
(ABCDEFG . . . XYZ) of a home page and a menu bar 30 are superimposed {see Abstract; see 
also column 4, lines 19-36, figures 3 A, 3B, 3C). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to combine 
Frank and Yoneda because while Frank teaches a method of adjusting the level of transparency 
of a display device according to the input received from the user by teaching a method of 
selectively adjusting the one or more transparency values further includes displaying an image 
of a slider, said slider being adjustable by the user through the use of the cursor control device 
to selectively adjust said one or more transparency values {see column 11, lines 8-13), Yoneda 
teaches how screen data on the display would comprise retrieving content from a network 
wherein the content is included in the user interface {see Abstract; see also column 4, lines 19- 
36, figures 3A, 3B, 3C). The motivation for combining these inventions would have been to 
design an interface that allows a user to click a particular part of the visual information in a 
second layer while viewing the visual information in the first layer under the second layer {see 
Abstract; see also column 8, lines 24-45). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

U.S. Patent 5,283,560 to Bartlett for a computer system and method for displaying 
images with superimposed partially transparent menus. 
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